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Part 2: Voting and Elections in American Democracy
 Voting is a right entitled under the civil liberties in the American Constitution because it is a way of expression of one's choice of the leader he or she desires to have in any position. However, despite that it is a free choice, many people have not been taking part in the elections, whether midterm or presidential elections. This essay seeks to examine the reasons why some people chose to vote while others chose not to vote as well as determine whether the American elections represent a democratic process. There are different factors that determine why people may or may not chose to take part in the voting process; for instance, obligation to citizenship and sense of guilt for those who go to vote and also for those who do not vote, they feel that the government's actions do not impact them or they are angry with the government.  
 Factors Influencing Voting  
 Despite that voting is an optional and personal choice that every American is entitled to participate in, the voter turnout in the previous elections indicate variations in the possible reasons why people may choose or not chose to take part in the election processes.  
 Some of the reasons why some people take part in the elections or voting may include the sense of guilt for not voting and sense of citizenship obligation among the public. According to Bianco and Canon (2017), certain people have the desire to vote because they feel that it is their responsibility aside from the fact that it is mentioned in the constitution. In their study, Bianco and Canon (2017) noted that in most cases in the elections that have happened in the United States, the majority have always been the whites compared to the other races, except the presidential election in 2016 when the voter turnout for the African Americans stood at 61.2%. In the past elections, the African Americans and other minority population in the United States have been an exception. However, the study further indicated that voter turnout for both men and women have always been the same in the past (Bianco & Canon, 2017). This trend is not surprising at all, following the history of America where the whites have always felt the need to take responsibility as a dominant racial group. The minority groups such as African Americans, Hispanics, and Indians have always felt neglected and left out of the government. The 2016 scenario where the minority turned out in large numbers may have been influenced by the election of a black president, Barack Obama in the 2008 and 2012. The voters turned out in large numbers because they may have felt the impact of the previous government; for instance, through the Affordable Care Act and Immigration policies.
 On the other hand, other people may not take part in the elections because they feel isolated and that the government's actions have not been impacting them the way it should (Bianco & Canon, 2017). According to Bianco and Canon (2017), those who do not vote may have different reasons to explain their stance including the fact that voters will not have any impact on the government's policy, they may be angry with the government and also that they have not benefited from the government. This has been the case with the minority population, which has not been taking part in the voting process because they feel isolated and neglected.  
 For those who decide to vote, their choice of candidates in an election is influenced by the government's policies that each candidate proposes during their campaigns. Those who are not happy with the current policies will go to vote to change the policies that they do not feel comfortable with, while those who like the current policies will also go to vote in the candidate who supports those policies. In the past presidential elections, the policies that emerged during the presidential campaigns include the immigration policies, in which people went to vote to either retain the policies through the Democratic candidate, Hillary Clinton or do away with the policies through the Republican candidate, Donald Trump.  
 Based on my understanding of voting, campaigns, and elections, I believe that the elections are effective parts of democratic representation in America. One of the fundamental features of American campaigns and election processes that I think serves as a key factor in a democratic space is the debates, which are held for candidates to explain to the public about their political ambitions and goals. The debates provide the public with a platform where a voter can make the choice to vote for a candidate who supports his or her opinion. As Bianco and Canon (2017) explain the debates are held on every level of the electoral process which offers the voters with a platform to choose whom they want to be their leader.  
 However, there may be some shortcomings that threaten the democratic process and system in the American elections. For instance, the Electoral College system limits the choice of the public to choose whom they want in the president's position. According to Bianco and Canon (2017), Donald Trump used the Electoral College to win the 2016 presidential election despite that the majority of voters voted for Hillary Clinton. Contrary to what majority think that the American president is elected through majority vote, Bianco and Canon (2017) explain that the Electoral College system determines the winner of the presidential elections in America.  
 In conclusion, the American electoral processes may have some few shortcomings, but there is also another fundamental significance that brings the variance in the voting process and turnout. This essay has highlighted some of the reasons why some people chose to vote while others decide to stay away. However, the choice of candidate for those who choose to vote depends on the government policies. Irrespective of the limitations, the American elections is a reflection of a democratic society that it is. The issue of debate where the candidates express to the public their intentions when they take office is one of such significance that can be identified with the American elections.
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